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Ls 1 Oar H is | one..of the moſt 
[LSE ſolemn Aa of Worſhip we 1 
capable of. E iA dir 
Go n the Searcher of Hearts, for the 
ruth of what we declare, an the 
FIN. Sincerity of our Intentions in what 
we engage by bis Hely fo perform; 
with an T of bis Vengeance upon ut, and free- 
bf 8 abjeFing ourſelves to it in Caſe we at deceitfully, 
or fail in the Execution of what we have promis'd. 
And accordingly, if herein a Perſon ſhall-rake the 
Name of Go b in vain, that is, lightly and raſhly, 
or ſhall knowingly and willingly fallity bis Oarh, 
He hath aſſur d us, He will abt hold that e Han guili 
. , hut will woll F ab Mor This 2 8 
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ing the Nature of an Oath, there is no Man 
that , porider 1 
loſt to all Senſe of Go v and Religion, but muſt 
feel an Awe ſeizing his Spirit, from a Convicti- 
on both of the Greatneſs and the Danger of the 


. * 


Sin of r.. 


TRE End of Gos Inſtituting an Oath; fays 
the Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 5s for 


Confirmation to put an End to all Strife, Heb. vi. 16. 


And this it does, by Laying us under the ffrongeſt 
Obligations poſſible, to declare the Truth, and 
perform what we promiſe. © For a Perſon can do 
no more than pawn his Body and Soul, all his 
Happineſs here and hereafter, upon the Truth and 
Sincerity of what he hath ſaid and engag'd to do. 
Bringing the! Caſe to Go 0D, is the laſt Reſort, 
therefore whatever be the Diſpute, here it ends; 
till a Man ſhall have evidently broken his Oath, 
and then he hath render'd himſelf. the worſt of 


Mankind, an odious and deteſtable Creature, wor- 


thy of nothing but to be driven from human So- 
ciety with all the Marks of Publick Infamy and 
Indignation ; to be expos d to the Curſe of Gos, 
and Puniſhments from Men in this World, and 
everlaſting Damnation in another. 
© Txt Reaſons and Purpoſes for which the pre- 
ſent Oaths are tendred, are, That we may, vow 
Allegiance to King GEORGE, teſtify our Abbor- 
rence of Popery, renounce the Pretender, and oblige 
ourſelves to maintain and defend the Proteſtant 


Succeſſion as ſettled by Parliament, againſt the ſaid 


Pretender, and all other Perſons whatſoever. And 


that all theſe might in the moſt effectual Manner 


be provided for, it ſeems the Oaths bave been 
| . Hudiouſſy 


* 


ers ever ſo little upon it, and is not 
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occaſion d by the OA THS. 5 
fudiouſy fram d. in the plaineſt, moſt expreſs and ſig- 
nificant Terms that can be, with profeſs d Deſign, and 
on Purpoſe to prevent its being in the Power of 
any Man (how much ſoever inclin d) to-provagir 
cate or diſſemble; and that every, One to whom 
the are tendred might find himſelf under a Ne- 
ceſſity either to xefuſe, them, or in Conſcience 
to obſerve and fulfil the Contents of them 


201 10 708 Art ir 71 24113 10 TOTS. 
Hayiys ſad chus much gf, the Nowre of 
an Oath in general, and of the Qachs, 


h {hall now perl Dy 
the Government; L. all now Ipegny; ſome © 
the. H Ne oc d by them, which are very 
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Ox Hardſhip, is, Tbe great, Hanger of Herr- 
ring the dreadful Sin of Perjury, i The Realon is, Be- 


cauſe that after a Perſon kath taken cheſe,Oaths; 
if he. ſhall, not Arictly. obſerve. ande hee them, 
according to the true Intent and plain Meaning 

of chem, he will be infallibly guilty of this Sin. 
To inſtance only in the Oath of 1 bjuration; 5:21 
upon taking this Oath,” he does not in his Cass 
ſcience believe King GEORGE to be his Rigbr- 
ful and Lawful King, he fallifies what he declares up- 
on. Oath, and therefore is guilty, of PERF URN: 
x he 7 51 in his ook" arte believe, 5 
the Perſon ta ing upon ovimſelf the Style and Title 
| of King of England, Sa Jamet 
the Third, or of Scotland, by the Name of Fame, 
the Eighth, hath no Rigbt or Title whetſoever to the 
Crown of this Realm, and accordingly refuſe Me- 
giance to him; he is guilty of PERFURY. If 
he do not bear Faith and true «Allegiance to King 
GEORGE, and to the #tmoſt of bis[Power defendtbe 
ſeid King G EO RE againſt all: trgirerous LOIN 
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© breaks his Oath, and leaves himſelf exposY to the 
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and Attempts whotſorver, which ſhall be made ag ainf 
T e Crowh 2 Pp), be is gully © 
 PERFURT: lf he do not to the atmet » 
VI, Pomer, ſupport, maintain er. the Succel- 
fion'of rhe Crown" as ſettled by Act of Parliament, 

_ _  apainſt him the ſail Fames, and al other Perſon 
 wharſoever, he is guilty of PERFURY. If he 
ſhall cheriſh' any Thoughts derogatory from the 
Tenour of this Oath, if he ſhall openly or ſecretly 
do any Thing to the Prejudice of King GEORGE, 
if he fall direct, or by haute only, ſpeak or 
urite, or pray er preach'againſt his Perſon, Crown 
ar Digniey; or ſhall: by any Means deliberately 
and willingly conceal, countenance, aſſiſt, or abett 
others in doing the ſame : Nay, if on the contra- 
ryʒ he ſhall not to the utmoſt of his Power make 
known; difcover, diſcourage and oppoſe them, he 

is guilry of PE RJURARN In all theſe Caſes he 


heavy Curſes which are impreeated upon thoft 

dat mall nox in all Things conform themſelves | 

thkereto according to the plain and common Senſe and 
Undtranding of the Words. 


Bor with what Colour or Pretence can they 

do this, that believe in their Conſciences the Pre- 
tender to bè their lawful and rightful King, or that 
are poſſeſs d with a Belief; that King GEORGE 
hath 0 Rig bt or Tits to the Crown of theſe Realms? 
Muſt ic not be a Hasdſhip, yea, the greateſt Hard- 
— the World, to ſwenr that which they do not 


Bu v if topreferve the Peace of their Minds, 
they have, or ſhall refuſe the Oaths ; Why then 


they fall under a very great Hardſhip 1 
eee, | Hand. 


7 here are more than probable Rea 


"occajron a OAS. 
Hand. For hereby they hive, or will expoſe them 
ſelves as iH-a oy 70 the C.; and if at any 
Time 'they to ſay or do any y Thing 
rang th Arch lu, Crown ov Dignity of King 
GEORGE, or againſt the Proteſtant Sudeten, 
they are liable to be inform'd by every One, 
(who is oblig d by his Oath to make them known, ) 
and to be praſecuted accordingly. Nay, apon the 
bare Refuſing of the Oaths when tendred to them, 
they are adjudg'd Pepiſo Recuſants cov, 5 94 
be D againſt, us the Law in that Ca 
directed. Herby t they will become — nerpt 


having or holding any O 
be Crawn. They will diſabled ho Trig wrt er 27 61 
Law, 
or to be 


lion, Bull, Plaine,” or Infra in Curſe Ci 
Pr to proſecute San in a ny Court of 14% 

uardian of any Child, or Haier Died of al. 

m7 Perſon, or capable of any Legsey or De 
| a b a Ones TI Na „ 
being convicted thereof; they will forfeit the Sam of yoo 
F ed beſides ſeveral ether Pe: alcſes ** are e 
dle 0. 


„ ma- 


Now rather 4 Adern thee 1 > Harſh 
ny have been tempted to wrong their 


Lo inſtance only in what has lately — N 


o believe, that in order to gain ſo ſmall a Po 
hat of a Common-Council-Man, ſome have ens 
hemſelves, and a great many more have done th 
ike in voting for em. Which is no Proof (whilſt b | 
ords. and Aion: = demonſtrate the contraryy 
hat they are grown beter — href 
ut are rather thereby become. more dangerous 
nens ies. 


Tan has brought them under another very great 
| e | 
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Hardſhip, by putting their e Minds upon the Rack | 
find out ſome. Expedients to | defend what they hav, 
done in order to + preſerve their Secular Concerns 


* 
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to the End and expreſs Words of the Oath, which i 
fram'd on Purpoſe to aſſert King GEORGE 
Right. For it obliges them to ſwear expreſly, Tha 
they do in their Conſciences believe before G o D an 
the World, That 8 GEORGE it rightful an 
tender, the Oath obliges them to declare, That 
Right or Title whatſoever to the Crown of this Realm 


any Allegiance or Obedience to him. And la 
c4gainſt the ſaid Pretender, and all other Perſons what 
Hanover, and the Heirs of her Body, being Proteſtants. 


'GEORGE, nor after his Death, can they fa 
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and ſecure the Influence they might have on put 
lick Affairs. I-ſhall mention ſome of thoſe I hay: 
met with, and inquire into the Validity of them, 


ONE is, That they ſwear to King GEORG 
4 King in Poſſeſſion only. But this is contra 


lawful King ef this Realm, ., which is more tha: 
King in Poſſeſſion. And in relation to the Pr 


they believe in their Conſcience that be bath not an 
and not only ſo, but to renounce, refuſe and ah 
1 


They are ſworn to ſupport, maintain and defend th 
Succeſſion of the Crown to the utmoſt of their Pow 


ſoever, which Succeſſion is, and ſtands limited to the 
Princeſs Sophia, EleHoreſs and. Dutcheſs Dowager 4 


So that neither in the Life-time of King 


your in the leaſt the Intereſts of the Pretender, but 
they are immediately forſworn. And is not thi 


2 great Hordſhip upon many? 

Axor RHI Expedient made uſe of, is, Not f 

repeat the Oath when rad to them, or top * 
e + er 


puik, fray — e wy , „ ow „ 4mm *") 
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which, ext grey & gait a1 any * 
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140 come to thoſe Words, Khg GEORGE, or 
inſtead of Ki GEORGE; to wit only bis Majeſty 
or the, King 6 whom, ſome they 
the Pretender and alſo to yon at thoſe Words oy 
make expreſs Mention of the Pretender; which che &y 
MY Teal do, if not wy obſeri'd ! 
#1 A It; Bok 8 
BU this can afford n Salvo to their Conſei- 
ences. For it were "quite 8 ee tlie De/ig 
and End of 5 „ F and particularly of this, 
el, | 
mental Eva, cloever : 
And therefore 70 7 with E Noi or mental 
Evaſion,” at the very Time they ſwear to do it 
without any ſach Thing, is ſo tar from exci 
the Sin of Petjury, that it deęs but render it # 
nitely more heinous. © And beſides, there is no Man 
that hath appear'd upon the Summons, and laid 
his Hands upon the Goſpels, can evade the Obliga+ 
tions he comes under the to King GEOꝶRH E; 


for allowing him to have ſaid nothing, but laid hit 


Hand upon the Book only, that Action in all equi- 
table Conſtruction, muſt de Like as the Teſti- 
mony of his Conſemt, and indeed the Perſon \bimſelf 
would have it ſo to be underſtood. The Oathis 
having been read to him under theſe Circumſtances, 
he is a#ually ſworn to King GEORGE, becauſe 


| having made no Objettion after-ſo much Time allow'd 


him for Cage yang (the Oaths having been 
ſent him before-hand) and having confornid-ro 
th Sabſtante of the Action, the Omirting à ſin- 


gle Circumffance in this Caſe, will not erer 


Tex? 


him from what che C Onchs requits. 0, uod $67.0) 
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| = = aft and ee Expadient is is, Thad a 
Free] is put 1 TOs e 1 8 2 Sin is we 
| bpe: Oaths, 


Ey 840 ber 

in He iore 75 they ha wie f or 0 oY 

— y they, have found. out this ſatan as the 5 
buſh chele Conſciences. But how 2 aloably Ila- 
cious s.this.! ! Indeed se en whey Per- 
ſons refuſe their. Compl 088 wth, Thip Ker 
how Rr: ly. ſoever. auido J Human 7 
may juſtify: their Refu Prinei Rea | 
of Scripture, and 5 Prackice dr 10 of 
Men; and tho charg d with Sin for their Diſobe- 
dience to thoſe Laws, they may Clear. themſelves, 
and turn the Charge upon their Accuſers for impo- 
ſing Things contrary. to the Law of G.O:D. But in 
poſtei ve s, And in a Matter /d. ſacred as an 
Oath, to act ly, 1 108 ut the Guilt: of it up- 
on publick ji 62g reqaies fr from chem 
a vn not a f. falle Gag) how e a "In 
5 ie a, to! Wen ul 


By r What could md th, EY FR" 
fo, refuſe the Oaths would expoſe us to.{uch. — 
ties? To which the Anſwer readily. offers. 1 
ſuffer any out, Hardſhip, and Inconvenience 
than wrong your Conſcienges. Nor will che Plead- 

ing Force, be an Excuſe in this Caſe: For Go v f 
— given us his Holy Mord, and implanted i in 
n 4 de a the 1115 ple 7 — 

at 


telt Bim is his Dn 50 that as we ſhall anſwer i it p 
to n, we are bound & all Hazards to refuſe Thing 4 


# 


10% Ty nn & TT 


for having ſuſfer d on the: Seore of it. 
imagine 1 le ar Liberty for ue Sade ch ir 


juftifp all che Diflimulaion' and 
euer Was in the Worſd:: It were to 


be tion — Rand of 2 then Perſons 
might dye, break theit Fromiſes and Covenants, 
cheat their Neighbo 


they were for d to do it. But vo ſees not 
 Abſurdity, und pernicious Conſequence bf chds d At 
muſt then be neceſſarily 
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Thing we cannot Je with 2 clear A 


1 there med be no Suffer- 
r the Sake of 4 n Them the pR- 
—— — 'and all boy Mien are do * 


worldly lat to boly 3 n to 
My that 
up Reli- 
n by the Noot, and vuen to de the Fun- 


yea; fwear them out of 
their Eſtates and Lives, af come off with a Pre- 
rence, that for che Sake of their world veg 
wWitktd 


yielded, thut Coniſcience 
being the only ,2atural fixed Principle” ani Bund of 
Duty to Goo and each-other, we muſt:{tfialy 


follow it; and rv done heteto, vun % 1 


Caſe be excus d, and leaſt of all in = 2 a falſe 


Oath, which is the geeateſt Möolation of ir the 1 can 
be, and eren deſtroyp it, ee e eee 


87 [tl 1K 1 


Oy 1 would think there node Exjarpomatie 


on another Expedient chat has been too coMMMON- 
ly uſed, becauſe: there is no une in ir, and 
it "ſufficiently - expoſes ttſelf, amd chis is, C., 
ai all Cnerrn - thout rhe | Matter, Wich a lf 
Banter, and u ridiculous Propolal to go und woth 
ir down wich u Gloſs of 
with a Doſe uf Cardaus. 


any Remorſt at 'whar t 
afraid, to add to dhe 


| of the molt inipuden; os Ho 1 


ot ferch 1 

Thus inſteud of ſhowing 

choy e ben Per are nof 
of FER FRY, this. 
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an Inſtance is this of the Degeneracy of the pre- 
- ſent Age! It is notorious not only from Scripture, 
but profane Hiſtory, what Reverence and Regard 
has been always paid to an Oath, even by the dark- 
- ef. Heathens, as well as thoſe that have enjoy'd the 
- Light of Revelation. But was ever ſuch monſtrous 
Iniquity known in a Chriſtians Nation, that Men 
all go and ſolemnly for/aear tbemſel ves, and then 
come forth and pahliſb their horrid. Guilt, making 
it at the ſame time Matter of their Sport and 
Laugbter What greater Contempt are they capable 
of putting upon Go D 2 And what muſt fill up the 
Meaſure ¶ a Peoples Iniquity if this does not? This 
is to go a Length beyond the Devils themſelve 
who muſt have ſome jaſter Thoughts amidſt all 
' their Wickedneſs, ſince they are ſaid to believe and 
- tremble,  O Lok p, what Judgments may we fear 
do hang over this City and Nation were it on- 
I for this Sin of PERU RT, by which we 
have rendred ourſelves infamous above any People, 
and wow in an Inſtance that ſcarce has its Parallel. 


Upon the Whole, Nothing is more mani- 
feſt, than that Tbey who have not been free and 
bearty in taking the Oaths to King GEORGE, and 

do not reſolve in al Points to keep them to the 
utmoſt of their Power, but think to excuſe themſelves 
by thoſe ſorry Jeſuitical Shifts that have been menti- 

on d, or any others they have in Reſerve, are not- 
withſtanding moſt certainly for/wors, and can never 
clear themſelves. from this moſt grievous: and dam- 
nable Sin, but will increaſe it, the more they ſhall 
ſtudy and go about to excuſe it. And is it not then 

* - moſt dreadful Caſe to be under ſuch Circumſtances, 
ds nęither to be able to refuſe the Oaths, nor to take 


chem Withour apparent Hazard to the Tntepeſts 9 
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ve 


care to encourage none in the 


pring in the Pretender, 


_  occaſton'd by the OaTus. 13 
of Body and Soul For by refuſing the Outs they | 


will betray at leaſt the Spirit of Rebellion, and by 
taking them they will unavoidably run into the 
Sin of PERJURT; either of which, if not re- 


pented of, have in their Nature the ffrongeſ Ten- 


dency and Influence. to haſten Ruin upon them in 


this World and that which is to come. - Theſe are 


ſome of the Hardſhips, moſt evidently occaſion d by 


the Tender of the preſent Oaths, 


| WX RFPOR E by this Time it muſt be high- 
I r to inquire into the Grounds: and Cauſes 
of t 


eſe Grievances, - and we cannot be at a Loſs 


about them. That which offers itſelf as the more 


r Cauſe of theſe Hardſhips which People 


Ve brought Ar themſelves, is, The Diſlike they 


have conceiy'd of King 6 EO RGE and his Go- 


vernment. The . remoter Cauſes are thoſe \ wicked 


e Methods that have been taken to corrupt and poy- 


ſon their Minds with wrong Notions of our Conſti- 


tution, to poſſeſs them with! groundleſs Fealouſies of 


the Church's Danger, and to alienate their Aﬀetti- | 
om from the Perſon and Family of King GEORGE. 
The Inſtrument; engag d herein were thoſe miſerable 


Tools made ule. of by the late Miniſtry, who took 

| - th 1 bn ſuch as 
by the extream Dehauchery of their Principles they 
knew to be well qualify d for the Purpoſe, and who 
would ſtick at Notbing, tho' ever ſo baſe and diſ- 
honourable, falſe and ridiculous, repugnant and ab- 


. - furd to ſerve. the Deſign, which now every Ore 


may ſee was to ſer aſide the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and 
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the People are found in Rebe 
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Bur of al the Tools that have been employ d, there 
are none who, by means of their Office, Chara&er 
and Opportunities, have had more Advantage, or acted 
with greater Succeſs than the Hiph-flying ani Faco- 
bite CLERCY, who by their Preac ing, Printing, Pra- 
greſs-making, Converſation and Example have done 
more to pervert the People than any other Set of 
Men whatſoever. I ſhould be the Taft Man that 
would ſpeak or think diſreſpectfully of the ſacred Of- 
7 (for which I have the bighef Veneration in the 

Vorld) yet it cannot but raiſe a juſt Indignatiop in 
me, as well as it muſt do in the Breaſt of every bo- 
neſt Man, to ſee after what an jndecent' Manner, and 
by what vile and wicked Methods, they have abus d 
and proſtituted their moſt boly Function; and all this 
under Colour of Zeal for the Chureb, to deftroy the 
Conſtitution both in Church and State. It is but ex- 
prefling a due Concern for the Honour of the Office, 
to expoſe theſe Men as the Shame of their Order. 


I muſt ſay then, That all the Miſchiefs that have 
been, or may further happen, are owing to theſe 
Men, as the chief Inſtruments thereof. And were I to 
addreſs myſelf to them, I could fay it, as a Man 
riev'd at the Calamities that have, and may be 
rther brought upon his Country; tis YOU, whoſe 
Place it was to have prevented theſe Evils, that have 
had the chief Hand in bringing them upon us. If 
on, tis mainly by 

YOUR Inftigation ; if they cannot take the Oaths, 
tis by the Prejudices YOU have inftill'd into them; 
if they ſutfer for not Swearing, YOU are the Cag/es of 
it; if they forſwear themſelves, YOU have been the 
Occaſion ; if, upon Reflection, there ſhall any ſwity 
on their Breaſt, ſay ing, what be ve we done? If they 


ſhall 


11 
. 


5 
b 
; 
; 
1 
| 


95 e E the on TH 8. "5 
ſhall ru run into Deſpair, 1 wan muſt have a large Share 
db a ld of it, OT a b the Tome: 

follow... n 


Cale 9 any of ls” Soul | 
225 pu of their W pp in 


their DiſtreG-apply; to you for Re 
ky” we 8 on rake, with them? Would == 
ont, and bid em ee 


This A wen 2. little. ſuit 


your 
| would. give you Thanks for it. Would Ron 71 e. | 
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you have brought poor People into, — 
there are no Men ſo deep in tho Guile of it as your 
ſelves. Having 


way 


own wicked Example? Who (notwith ug x { 
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| Havixs tracd theſe Evils to their main Springs 
and Cayſes, tis now very proper to enquire, What 
Remedy is fit to be e in order to cure what 
is paſt, and prevent the like Miſchiefs for Time to 
come. as halt 0 | Lf $34 ''» 1 | + 5 | - 2 
As for thoſe that know themſelves in the Inte- 
reſts of the Pretender, and yet have taken the Oaths 
to King GEORGE, they muſt be conſcious of 
their Sin, and after what has been ſaid, _ can 
have no Cloak for it; There is no Shifting it off. The 
Guilt of Perjury is bound faft upon them with'all 
the Circumſtances, that can well be ĩmagin'd to 
make ir moſt frightful and hainous. Wherefore 
there is no Remedy left them, but that of a ſound 
Repentance. After they have incurt'd this abomina- 
ble Iniquity, 'can, they .poflibly think to elude the 
Puniſhment ? Let them reflect a little on their Oath: 
Did they not invoke Go p as a Mitneſi to the Truth 
of what they ſaid, and ſubjet themſelves free] 
to his Vengeance, if they fait d in the Execution? 
* 5 Wherefote by thus failing, they conſent to be 
cc purſu'd and overwhelm'd with his terrible Judg- 
© ments. What brutiſh Stupidity would it be to en- 
ce tertain the leaſt Doubt, whether this will 'ac- 
* cordingly happen? What Idea muſt we have of 
©Gop, how muſt we affront and inſult Him, if 
ce we believe not that He will ſurely: keep” hi 
c Word? They that have forſworn themſelve 
have moſt certainly damm d tbeir Souls, and ex- 
posd their Perſons and Concerns, even in this World, 
to Go D's heavy Judgments without” ſpeedy Repen- 
inis Bb ain. | i THAT 0345 ͤ ST BEE 
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tance. They might tremble every Hour and others 
for them, leaſt ſome neany Stroke of his Venge- 
ance purſue and overtake them. There is no Wa 
of Eſcape but that we have mentioned, nor will 
Go p be put off with a mock Repentance any more 
than a falſe Oath, It muſt be a ſound and tho- 
rough one, and which I afirm can never be, un- 
leſs it bear ſome Proportion in the Bitterneſ; of it to | 
the hainouſneſs of the Offence, and be attended with 
ſuch Marks of Regret and Sorrow as ſhall render the 
ſame as publick as the Sin has been open and Scanda - 
lous. And as the Nature of true Repentance con- 
ſiſts not only in a hearty Shame and Sorrow, for 
what we have done, but in the undoing it again as 
far as poſſible, it neceſſarily follows that they who 
would repent of this dreadful Sin, muſt renounce an 
retract what they have done, and give Glory to 
GoD by taking Shame to themſelves as openly as 
they have done Him Diſhonour. They muſt declare 
to the World the Abborrence they have conceiv d of 
their great Iniquiry, It muſt be a pablick Reparation 
as far as in them is poſſible. To think to compound 
with GoD by a Seeret Confeſſion for an open "nd | 
Scandalous Sin, or by following the Popiſh Practice of 
receiving Abſolution from the Prieſts contrary to 
the avowed Principles of Proteſtants is to fall under 
a ſtrong and fatal Deluſion. And I do further affirm that 
no Man can be ſaid truly to have repented of his Sin, 
who holding any Publick Place or Office under King 
G EO RGE by means of a falſe Oath does not either 
immediately quit that Place and Employment, or be- 
bave himſelf in all things according to the real Inten- 
tion of the Oath as ic was tender d ts him, For he 
that ſhall hold any Place, and does not bear true 
Allegiance to King GEORGE, is manifeſtly guil- 
ty of PERFURY, And he that lives in the 
1 r 
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Men there are none ſo capable, or are more oblig d, 
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daily Commiſſion of Sin can never be ſaid to re- 
pent of it. Tam griev'd to ſee how eaſily People 

ave fallen under Guilt, and am ſenſible it is not ſo 
eaſy to recover em from it : but the more difficult 
this is like to prove the more ſhould, every One in his 
Place, be ready to afford his beſt Help: and of all 


and ought conſequently to be more concern d to do 
this than the CLERGY; and thoſe of em more 
eſpecially that are conſcious to themſelves of the great 
Hand they have had in bringing this heavy Load 
upon them. Theſe ought in the firſt place publickly 
to retract their own Oaths, beg Pardon of Gop and 
Man, if peradventure their great Iniquity may be 
forgiven em, and chuſe rather to ſuffer any Penat- 
ties, than live in Sin, as they muſt do, ſo long as 
they cannot bear true Allegiance to the King they 
have ſworn to. Or if having ſeen their Errors th 
ſhall return to their Duty, it will not be enoug 
to come home themſelves, unleſs they endeavour to 
bring: ton with them rhoſe poor 'thoughtleſs Sheep 
they have cauſed to wander, and uſe as much yea 
more Diligence herein than ever they did to ſe- 
duce them. Till ſomething of this Nature, be ef- 
ectually done what can we expect other than the 
ſoreſt Nn of Gop to break out upon us. 


Wirn reſpect to them that have not yet taken the 
Oaths, and ſcruple em, tis certain they ought to for- 
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bear till they can do it truly and faithfully. I ſay not 


this to Frs or drive People from their Allegi- 
ance to King GEORGE, but only to put them 


upon uſing proper ¶ Means to have their Minds in- 
Fructed and ſatisfy'd, For I muſt ſay, Thar altho* 
cheir forbearing the Oaths will fave them from the 
Sin of PERJURY, yet will it got from __ 
3 | | ther, 
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and Power to demand their Allegiance; and they, as 


the Apoſtle ſpeaks, are bound 7o ſubmit for the Lord's 
ſake, x Pet. ii. 1 3. Their not doing ſo is a Sin againſt 
Gov, 4 wall as it betrays a Spirit of Rebellion 
againſt their Prince, and forfeits the Protection if the 
Government. It is therefore their Iatereſt as well as 
Duty to ſtudy this Point, and herein to get the be/ 
Information they are capable of. In order to which, 
they ought not to give way to unreaſanablę an 

groungleſs Prejudices, to be guided merely by Party- 
Ngiſe or Intereſt, to receive their Inſtruction from 


every paltry Tampblet, or ſcurriloss Lampoon, to 


admit of every idle and impertinent Story, tho from 
the Pulpit, fram d on pufpoſe to beget Suſpicians | 
and Jealouſſes, and to rail Diſſibe againſt the Per- 

Fan op in his wonderful Pro- 
vidence has ſent to rule over us; but laying all 
theſe aſide, to get the beſt Information they can 
from Scripture, Ryzaſon, and Thoſe who muſt be at- 
low'd to underſtand beſt our Conſtitution and Go- 
vernment,  . calmly and ſedately to hear What is 


offer d, i conſider it, and to allow every 


Thing its due Weight, in order to obtain a clear 
Underſtanding, and full Conviction of their Duty. 
Were this Method follow'd, it would go 4 great 
Muy to remove Mens Scruples, inſomuch as that 
to One that is for the Pretender, I am perſwaded there 
would ſoan be a Hundred againſt lin. 


No they that ſhall conſule the Scriptures. and 


make a right Uſe of their Reaſon, will find that 
GOVERNMENT in all the ſeyeral Forms of it, and 
Methods of Succeſſion to it,are as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
f Man, 1 Pet. ii. 17. that is, as 
Ca. 3 
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Pr. Boulter very well explains it, ſuch as Men have 
contriv'd, conſented to, or acquieſced in; and 
' owes its Original to Law, Cuſtom or Agreement. 
. For if (as the Doctor truly ſays) Government 
c and all its Forms and Methods, be from Go p, 
c excluſive of Man's Will or Wiſdom at all inter- 
e medling, there can be but one Form of Govern- 
e ment, and Extent of Power in the Governor, or 
“Governors, lawful; and all Nations, who are 
“ governed otherwiſe than in that one Form, diſobe 
the Will of Go p; or elſe it muſt be pretended, 
„ That Gop has by 4 Revelation of bis Will eſta- 
e bliſh'd one Form of Government in one Nation, 
© another in another; the contrary of which is fo 
evident, that none ever pretended to affirm, He 
# had done fo.” This Se bon, if duly 
weigh'd, muſt oblige us to acknowledge, that tho 
Government in general. be of divine eAppointment ; 
yet that the Government of particular Countries and 
Nations, does ariſe from the Conſtirutions, Cuſtoms, 
Conſent and Agreement of Men. But then, that 
the ſeveral Governors, conſtituted in theſe parti- 
cular Nations and Countries, are ſo far approv d of 
_ Gov, as that Submiſſion ought to be paid to 
them, in all Things lawful, for the Lord's Sake. 


Ir we would know then, who are our Lawfu} 
Governours, it muſt be learn'd from the Cuſtom, 
Laws and Conſtitution of our Countrey. Now if 
we would know the Cuſtom, Laws and Conftituti- 
on of our Country from thoſe that are beft acquainted 

with them, we ſhall find, they admit of no ſuch 
Thing as Indefeaſible Hereditary Right, (by which 

only the Pretender claims to the Crown) but that 
it has been all along in the Power of the States of 
5 | the 
— —ͤ— 
* See Dr. Boulter's Ser men on 1 Pet, ii. 13, 14+ 
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the Kingdom, for very weighty and very important 
the Succeſſion. 


Sv cn Cauſes | have preſented twice within our 


Cauſes, to exclude from, and to appoint and limit 


F 


own Memory: Once at the Abdication of King 
James, when the Throne being declar'd vacant, 


William and e Mary, the Prince and Princeſs of 


Orange, were, by the Lords Spiritual and Tempo- 


ral and Commons Aſſembled at Weſtminſter, de- 
clar'd King and Queen of theſe Realm:; and the Suc- 
ceſſion to the Crown, was limited to the Heirs of the 
Body of Her «Majeſty, and in Default of ſuch Ihe, 
to her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs Anne of Den- 
mark, and the Heirs of her Body. 9 12 


TR E other Time was juſt before the Death of 


King William, of ever- bleſſed Memory: When for 
lack of Iſſue from Queen Mary by the ſaid Kin 
Milliam, and from her Royal Hi 


| ghneſs the Princeſs 
Anne of Denmark, and in Default of ſuch Iſſue, the 
Princeſs Sophia, Electoreſs and Dutcheſs Dowager 
of Hanover, was by Act of Parliament declar'd to 


be the next in Succeſſion, in the 1 Line, to 
the Imperial Crown and Dignity o | 

and the Succeſſon now is, and ſtands limited to the 
- ſaid Princeſs Sophia and the Heirs of her Body, be- 
ing Proteſtants. | ee 


: © By Virtue of theſe Diſpoſitions, the Crown de- 
volv d on the Head of Queen Anne, upon the Death 
of King PVilliam, (which ſoon follow'd) and after 
her Demiſe, upon our Preſent moſt Gracious Lord 
and Sovereign King GEORGE, who according to 
the Laws for Settling the Succeſſion of the Crown, 
was, by Unanimous Conſent, immediately proclaims d 

- King of theſe Realms, invited to the Throne, came 


theſe Realms, | 


ang 
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| andtook poſelſen of it accordingly, and was Recog- 
vid by the States of the Kingdom 


WHrosOEvVeER ſhall thus take à little Pains to 
.conſider the Original and Foundation of human Go- 
vernment, the Nature of the Engliſh Conſtitution, the 

Cuſflow of our Parliaments, and the Manner by 
which King GEORGE came to the Throne; and 
on the other Hand, how little there is to found a 
Claim on Behalf of the Pretender, conſider d not 
only as a Papiſ#, but as being attended with every 
Thing one could wiſh for to render him Suppoſſri- 
tion ; whoſoever I ſay, ſhall calmly conſider theſe 
Things, will, I perſuade myſelf, find /ufficient Rea- 
ſon to conclude that the Pretender has no Rigbt to | 
the Crown; but that King GEORGE has as full a 
Right as ever Prince was poſſeſs d of, and conſe- 
quently will have 20 Ground to ſcruple any part i 
of the Oath of Abjuration,'or to {wear that be be- 
| liewes in bis Conſcience King GEORGE to be Rightfyul t 
and Lawful King of thefe Realms, and that the Pre- n 
render bas no Right or Title whatſoever. elt tel F 


Iuxx great Stir and Noiſe that has been made A 
about the Pretender is founded on a mere Chimera, at 15 
leaſt with reſpect to the Engliſh Government, andhas th 
been trump'd up only to ſerve ſome Mens private ci 
Ambition and Luſts, or the Deſigns of our Enemies ] in 
to deſtroy our ancient Conſtitution, in order to bring in 
in Popery and Slavery, that is, the utmoſt Ruin and 
Miſery upon us. And ſhall any for a were empty || 
Fittion, for a Dream, and a Triſſe, go about to un- || fc: 
hinge. the beſt Government in the World? run all || in 
Things into Diſorder and Confuſion, ſtir up Mobs and | off 
Tumults, enter into actual Rebellion, ſacrifice their. 
flats, Lives and Religion too, in order do qethrone 


* 
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a Prince inveſted with the ſemeſf Title poſſible; 2 
Prince ſo eminently qualify'd for Government, ſo 
fedfaftly determin d to render all. hir People happy un- 
der his mild and juſt Adminiſtration, and that has 
been ſo figndlly favour d by divine Providence, to 
ſet up One that has ſcarce the Sbadd of a Title, 
who is of an uncertain Original, of the m 
Accompliſhments, and known to have been bred up 
in the Principles of iſh Superſtition and Cruelty 3 
What can beſpeak the Height of Folly and Madneſs, 
if this doth not? r n 


An D what juſt Reaſon is there not only to ſo- 
ſpe#, but to cenſure, condemn and abbor the Principles 
and Deſigns of thoſe Men, who with the ur Zeal 
ſhall preach, and on Pain of Damnation preſs thoſe 
flaviſh Doctrines of unlimited paſſive Obedience and 

Now-refitance, when it is to favour French Meaſures, 
in promoting Popery and Arbitrary Power. But hall 
act quite the Reverſe, and leave no Methods unge- 
tempted to raiſe Diſcontents, Diviſſons and Animoſnies; 


nay, who ſhall not ſtick to encourage the fouleſt - | 


Plots, Invaſons, A ſaſſinations and open Rebellion, when 
it is to obſtruct or deprive thoſe of the Croma, who 
are known to be the beft Friends to the Proteſt ant Re- 
ligion and our Engliſh Liberties, As the Practices of 
theſe Men are moſt juſtly deteſtable, ſo they do ſuffi- 
ciently convince us how il l-· quali fed they are to be 
intruſted with the Care of our Souls, or to direct 
in the Management of our Civil Affair. 


Arz his One would rhink No Man ſhould 
cruple the Oaths co King G E O RY˙ E, bat only 
— his paſt Refaſal to ſome futal + | 
other ; and for the future conclude, that whoſoever 
a | 2 3 ſhall 
| 2 Vid. Une 56 Robert Walpole, % Ee 


oO 


—_—— 
_— 


24 The HARDSHIYS 


© — 
— „ * 


— 


ſumall deny his Allegiance to the preſent Government, 


or give into thoſe pernicious Meaſures that have been 
ſecretly carry'd on, and at laſt broke out into ſuch 
open Violence, hath either loſt the little Senſe he 
was once poſſeſs d of, or whatever Profeflion he 
makes of being a Proteſtant, he is in Truth but a 
Papift in Maſquerade, | 9-10 ot ad 


I have but one Thing more to add, and which 


reſpects their Duty, who have readily and þeartily 


taken the Oaths. Now this is, That we take Care 
in all Things to execute to the utmoſt of our Power, the 
Obligations we have laid ourſelves under. Other- 


wiſe (to allude to that of the Preacher) It were 


better not to have wow'd at all, than having vom d, 
not to perform. This is by no Means a Matter of 
| Indifference ; for GoD having been ſolemnly invok'd 
as Witneſs to our Intentions, His Honour is con- 
cern'd to ſee we religiouſly obſerve our Oaths, and 
if not, to puniſh the great Affront we have put upon 
Him. That every One may rightly diſcharge his 
Duty, we ought to conſider the ſeveral Branches 
and Particulars of the Oaths, with the Nature and 
Extent of our Obligations, which done, it will di- 
rect us in our future Conduct and Behaviour. To 
Inſtance, as I did before, in the Oath of Abjuration, 
- there are Four Things which from hence will ap- 
pear very evident, Fed =; A 


THe ß6rſt is, That it is our Duty to do what we can 
to reclaim ſuch as we know to be /l-affeFed to the 
Perſon and Government of our pane Soveraign 
King GEORGE. For _ faithfully promiſed, 
Thar we will to the utmoſt of our Power, ſupport, 


maintain, and defend the Succeſſion of the Crown, againſt 
"1 . Fetch the 


rr 
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the Pretender; and all other Perfont bat ſosuer, danbt- 
leſs this will be one of the beſt Ways of doing it: 
By every Perſon we reclaim, we draw off an Ene- 
my, and add a Friend to the Proteſtant Succefiion 
which muſt be a very great Support to it. This 
then is every One's Duty, ſo fat as he hath Ability 
and Opportunity. But I mention this chiefly for the 
Sake of the Reverend Clergy, who remain..trae to 
the Proteſtant Intereſt, that They would exert their 
Zeal, as ſome have moſt worthily begun to do; that 
E by Preaching, Printing, Converſation, and all the lau- 
dable Ways that can be, They would endeavour. to 


4 —— 
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undecei ve the Minds of their People, to 446%, | 
them of their Prejudices, and to recover their Af 


| fections to King G E ORG E, that have been alie> 
| nated by ſome: of the wilef of Men, and the %. 
- Methods that ever were practiſed. - - ''  / 2 
L The ſeconds, That no Man who hath ſworn. ts 
1 defend King GEORGE, to the utmoſt of his Pow- 
er, ean conſiſtently with his Oath, give bis Vote or 
a Poll, or uſe his Power and Intereſt, to bring any Per- 
; ſox into 4 Place of Publick Truſt or Honoa, that ha 
1 knows, or has Reaſon to believe; is ill-affeFed- to 
His Majeſty King GEORGE, and —— þ 
4 Succeſſion ; nor will any Relation, Alliance Or temporal 
y Dependance, be an Excuſe for his ſo doigg: But he 
5 is bound in purſuance of his Oath, to do what in 


— 0 


His Adminiſtration; This has been clearly, ſet forth 
m in a late Paper ſeaſonably gubliſh'd by the Reverend | 
Mr. Charles Lamb, and as I have been inform d, 


him lies to ſbut bim ont of ſuch Place; and Fi cs 
him of the Capaciy of doing Hurt to His; Majs of | 
et for 


n with good Effect | 
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The #hird is, That if we kuow-any Perſon to 


be traiterouſly deſigning, -plotting, contriving or at- 
cempting any Thing againſt His Majefty's Perſon, 


Crown and Dignity, we are not to conceal it on any 
Account whatloever; but to make it kN. This 


is what we are oblig'd to do by the Laws of Go p, 
antecedently to any Oath; but much more, When 
we have expreſsly ſworn that we will defend His Ma- 


jeſty King George, to the utmoſt of our Power, againſt 


all traiterous Conſpiracies and Attempts whatſover, and 
do our utmoſt Endeavour to diſcloſe and make them 
known to His Majeſty and his Succeſſors. To conceal 
2 Traitor to our Prince, is in itſelf (beſides the 


breach of our Oath) 4 worſe Crime, than to conceal 


a Man that would murder his own Father, and would 


make us Partner, in the Guilt of all the Villany 


and Miſchief which by our Comnivence, he and 
others with him, might have an Opportunity to 


The Laß is, That if we know a Man to have 
prevaricated in his Qaths, we are bound to diſcover 
and expoſe him, and eſpecially, if he be One that 


by his Words and Add ions, has given ungueſtionable 
Ground to believe he is in the Intereſts of the Pre- 


render ; for-theſe are of all, the worſt of Men, and 
the * of Enemies. They are in one Thing even 
worſe than Judas, for he only Eiſ d bis'Maſter, but 
theſe rake an Oath to be true to tbeirs, when at the 
Fans time it is in their Heart to betray him. How do 
we perform our Oath in defending King GEORGE 
to the yrmoſt of our Power, if we conceal theſe Men, 
and do not take ſome proper and prudent Methods to 
expoſe them. For a Man to prevaricate and make 
uſe of Evafons in his Oath, is ſuch a Piece of Vil- 


Jany, that not only for G o p's Glory, but for the 
for: 


— — — —— — 
common TS every Body ſhould er 
preſs the utmoſt Abborrence of it, and do all that is 
Neble to dererr People from it. T hey who to 
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